Entrustable professional activities (EPAs) for postgraduate competency based intensive care medicine training in the Netherlands: The next step towards excellence in intensive care medicine training.
The Competency Based Training in Intensive Care Education (CoBaTrICE) programme developed common standards of ICM training by describing competencies of an intensivist. Entrustable Professional Activities (EPAs) of Intensive Care Medicine (ICM) (EPAsICM) are presented as a new workplace-based assessment tool in competency-based training of intensivists. EPAs are activities to be entrusted to a trainee once he (or she) has attained competence. EPAs emphasise the role of trust between trainees and supervisors. EPAs bridge the gap between competencies and competence. An expert panel of ICM (vice)programme directors and intensivists in The Netherlands integrated the CoBaTrICE and CanMEDS competencies into EPAsICM. Comment and feedback was sought from other ICM programme directors and educational experts and processed in the final version of EPAsICM before implementation in the Dutch ICM training programme. A list of 15 EPAsICM are considered to reflect the spectrum of clinical practice while incorporating the competencies of CoBaTrICE and CanMEDS. The grading system is designed as a 5-point entrustment scale based on the amount of supervision a trainee needs, aligning with daily judgement of trainees by intensivists. EPAsICM is an assessment tool that formalises entrustment decisions and can be a valuable addition in international ICM training.